ORTHOGRAPHY 



Breve-Indicator of Short Vowels and Final Glottal Stops 

Breve (^) marks both short vowels and final glot- 
tal stops ( bat IhdiiJ 'know', M fba'^J 'spoon*). Since 
there is no vowel length contrast before final glottal 
(though the vowel tends to be short) there is no annbi- 
guity in this usage. However if one marks the glottal 
stop of fy'^J by writing a breve over the vowel instead 
of over the -i_ fyj there is ambiguity if the breve may 
also be written over the vowel to mark a short vowel 
before [yj , Thus /hway7 and Zhway'^? would be writ- 
ten the same: huSi . This has probably been the most 
common way of writing these combinations among the 
Bahnar, In this dictionary however we have written 
/ay7 as - ay (following Vietnannese) and Z"ay**_7 as -al 
(for example: huay - huai 'okay*). 

Other vowels occurring short before fyJ are o 
f^Jf ^ I€l * e [^J and u, ['>yj is written o^; [^yj 

is written a^ following Vietnamese; but CZyJ is written 
ei (because there is no long e^ before -y) and /uyj is 
written ui. 

As for short vowels before /w/, /"f w/ is written 
^o , /iw7 is written lu, /jw/ is written 5u, Zavc7 is 
written au, and t'^vj is written au, (See below for 
5u/au contrast. ) 



Syllable -Initial Glottal Stop 

In C- and C_ position glottal is unmarked (e.g. ^ 
r*^ t'Q *to drink'). (There are, however, a few parti- 



cles which have no initial consonant. These are specif 
ically noted in the dictionary, ) 

Glottal stop as preglottalization in consonant clus- 
ters is written as an apostrophe (e.g. 'ba C^hsnJ 
*rice*) with the following exceptions: C^^ is written as 
<I (©• g« <^ak Z^da:k7 *water')l C^yJ is written as i (e.g. 
iaih Z^yayhJ 'bird trap*); and Z^^wJ is written as o or 
u (e.g.oei Z^wei/ 'be atS uduih Z^w^'^wihJ *to look 
here and there'). 

fyj and £w7 

Syllable- initial [yj is written y (e.g. y aih 'to un- 
tie'). After short vowels (see above) £yj is written ^ 
except after e^ and U [nj where it is written i_. Before 
/i7i fyJ is written y (as in kying-kidng 'to shake'). In 
all other cases [yJ is written as _i^ (e.g. _£ia [pya^ij 'cu- 
cunnber', rai [rdiiyj 'increase', sai Zsay^^ 'splash'). 

Syllable -initial /wj is written w (e. g, wei C^^yJ 
'watch over'). /wj is written in all other positions as 
u except after /a:7 and ^ [zj where it is written o^ (e, g, 
ao [a.:v/J 'shirt', sdngieo ZscJrjyfw? 'cold'). 



Schwa a 

In most of the earlier Bahnar literature a short 
schwa has been written as a before m, £, ^ and w; and 
S has been written before all other consonantsi except 
that in sonne cases the breve was omitted even though 
the vowel was short (e. g. bc5n fb^nj '1st person plural 
inclusive pronoun', Idng [^I'dWI 'good', etc. which are 
written in this dictionary as bSn , 'l5ng , etc. ). We 
write a only before -y and -ut in all other contexts we 
write d. 

For words that have generally been written in the 
past with - au we have used the form -Su since that is 
the way it is pronounced in the Plei Bong-Mang Yang 
dialect though we often include the -au fornn. 



Hyphen 

Hyphen indicates juncture between phonological 
words that connprise a larger morphological word 
(e.g. di-dSng 'air, p<Jdc5u-p(3dao-mao ^noisily discuss- 
ing*). 



KEY 

When Bahnar GcJlar or Bahnar Kontum words are 
known to be the same as Plei Bong-Mang Yang then a 
G (Cellar) or K (Kontum) appears in parentheses after 
the Plei Bong-Mang Yang entry. If GcJlar or Kontum 
words are known to be different from the Plei Bong- 
Mang Yang entry they are entered in the line below that 
entry. An absence of (G) or (K) means that the inves- 
tigators d£ not know whether Gdlar or Kontunn words 
are the same as or different fronn the Plei Bong-Mang 
Yang entry. 

The code occurring after the Bahnar entry (e. g. 
HT-9) refers to texts in which the entry occurs in con- 
text. Some of these texts have been lost but many oi 
them are available in a microfiche edition (Siu Md and 
John Banker, 1976). 



ALPHABET 

The alphabetical ordering is as follows: a, 3., a 
b, '*b, ch, d, d, e, e, e, e, g, h, i, i, j, *j, k, 1, 
'1# m, 'nn, n, 'n, ng, 'ng, nh, ^nh, o, o. 6, 6, c5, 9» 
p. r, s, t, u, u, U» U, w, y. 



Tu-Sach Ngon-Ng5 
Dan-T9C Thilu-So Vift-Nam 

Cu5n 20 
Phan 1 
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